A   UNION   THAT   FAILED                     51

reign of John the two kingdoms had been fairly good
friends. The last two Scottish kings, Alexander II and
Alexander III, had both married English princesses, Ma
and now, on the sudden death of Alexander III, his
granddaughter Margaret, daughter of the King of Nor-
way, was left heir to the throne. Edward's plan was to
unite the two kingdoms by a marriage between this Maid
of Norway and his own son, Edward, Prince of Wales.

No one can deny that the plan was good, always pro-
vided that it was to be wisely carried out. That the union
of the two kingdoms has been of benefit to both is un-
doubted, and it is fair to think that it might have been
as useful in 1286 as it proved to be in 1707. People felt
this at the time, for the Scottish nobles and prelates
wrote to Edward, "we on our part heartily consent
to the alliance, not doubting that you will agree to reason-
able conditions". Edward was very reasonable. In
the Treaty of Brigham, which arranged the matter, it
was laid down that Scotland was to retain her laws,
rights, and liberties, and to remain a separate kingdom.
Edward did not, it is plain, look for an immediate or
complete union. The union of the crowns would be a
good beginning; the rest would follow in course of
time. Again we may notice that this was what actually
did happen much later.

Unluckily all depended on the Maid of Norway, and
she fell ill on the voyage from her father's country to Death of
Scotland, and had to be landed in Orkney, where she ofGNo?way.
soon died.   Thus Edward's scheme failed, and what was
far worse, Scotland was  left without an heir to the
throne.

Edward would have acted most wisely if he had recog-
nized that the great chance had gone, and if he had given Problem
up any idea of further interference in Scotland.   But he Scottish
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saw that his plan was still as good, though it was no longer